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More than just a ‘sticking plaster’? Voluntary youth clubs and associations in the lives of young people in London and Liverpool 1960-1985

Charlotte Clements, University of Kent

[bookmark: _GoBack]Voluntary youth clubs and their membership associations were important in the lives of their young members and in the local welfare structures in place to support the post-war teenager. This was recognised in particular by the Albemarle Report of 1960 which encouraged clubs and associations to be pioneering forces in working with young people. This paper draws on archival research and oral history interviews to show how clubs and associations in South London and Liverpool responded to some of the challenges facing those growing up after 1960. How did local youth clubs react to youth unemployment in Liverpool in the 1970s? What did youth associations do about juvenile delinquency? Why were voluntary youth organisations and community networks so important to black youth in Lewisham in the 1970s and early 1980s? In looking at these questions, this paper positions voluntary youth clubs and associations as important elements in local mixed economies of youth welfare, highlighting how their voluntary status provided the basis for adaptation and innovation in the face of changing needs. Yet, at the same time this paper shows how the limitations of these approaches contributed to the enduring debate over the overarching purpose of voluntary youth work in the post-war period.
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