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Fighting the ‘Masterplan’: The Crystal Palace Community Association’s Battle to Preserve a Grade II* Historic Victorian Park, 2007 – 2013

‘Following grant of approval by the London Borough of Bromley on 9 December 2008 to the LDA Crystal Palace Park ‘Masterplan’ application, the CPCA and others requested GOL to call in the application for public inquiry.’ – CPCA, January 2009                                                                      
The Crystal Palace Park is held in high esteem by local residents. It is English Heritage Grade II* listed, enjoys Metropolitan Open Land status and provides a green lung to what is a densely populated area of London. Spanning a six-year period, this paper chronicles and evaluates the Crystal Palace Community Association’s (CPCA) battle against the London Development Association and later the Greater London Authority (as well as various other local authorities) to prevent the sale of Crystal Palace parkland for over 200 private luxury apartments and villas. 

Archived records which consist of repositories spanning over 30 years will be supplemented with depth-interviews with prominent figures within CPCA and other local volunteers to bring to light past practices and inform current and future action. The paper will reflect upon the successes enjoyed by a local voluntary organisation when holding government to account whilst also highlighting the price of success. At one level this paper provides a case study example for how to campaign effectively over multiple years; illustrating the importance of individual proficiency and self-sustainability. On the other hand, it warns that campaigning against authority can result in de-legitimisation, internal friction and isolation. 
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