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The Politics of Poverty: The Child Poverty Action Group, 1965-2015

The Child Poverty Action Group (CPAG) was founded in March 1965 and then, following the publication by Brian Abel-Smith and Peter Townsend of The Poor and the Poorest and their ‘rediscovery of poverty’ the Group was launched with a blaze of publicity in December 1965. It was an important moment in British social policy history and a number of campaigning organisations emerged in the wake of CPAG; CPAG arguably being one of the most successful. CPAG sought to fight child poverty through the establishment of family allowances as a universal payment for all children; something they fully achieved in 1979. Whilst quasi-Fabian in their emphasis on policy-led lobbying of national government the media storm that greeted their launch led to the rapid development of CPAG branches and a wider membership base.

The first half of this paper will assess the impact CPAG have had on national policy, NGO campaigning methods, welfare rights and social policy and social work practice. It will then move on to consider the specific pressure group model that CPAG are seen to be archetypical of. As the organisation grew and the political context shifted their expert approach has been questioned. There were a number of challenges: the unwillingness of governments to respond to CPAG’s policy prescriptions, public scepticism about state solutions to social issues and the rise of social movements with a more community-based approach. The poverty pressure group model has been much analysed within the fields of social policy and political science, and has its proponents and its critics. This paper will offer an empirical exploration of these debates using material from the recently released CPAG archive. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
My academic research has focused on the intersection of gender, voluntary action and welfare systems in twentieth century Britain. It explores how politics is experienced in everyday life and the capacity and willingness of people to effect social and political change. My PhD considered civil society, looking at how women were able to use local activism to both assert their citizenship status and campaign for social justice. I have just completed, with Professor Pat Thane at Kings College London, an AHRC-funded project researching the official history of the Child Poverty Action Group in their 50th Anniversary year.
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