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Summary of Activities 
This has been a busy year for the new researchers, with the VAHS 5th International Conference and a 

very successful Oral History Workshop at the University Of York. We have welcomed three new 

members to the committee, Alice Kirke from the IoE, Marjorie Gehrhardt from the University of Exeter 

and Michael Mantin from the University of Swansea. 

 

VAHS 5th International Conference 
This was by all measures a resounding success for the new researchers. We had secured two £300 

bursaries for two PhD students to attend, one from the Economic History Society, and the other from 

the History Workshop Journal. The recipients of the Bursary were Emily Baughan (EHS)  and Marie-

Luise Ermisch (HWJ). Both recipients wrote a blog post each on their papers which can be viewed here: 

http://www.vahs.org.uk/2013/06/feature-6/ and http://www.vahs.org.uk/2013/07/feature-7/.  

At least 15 of the papers delivered by the conference were delivered by new researchers. The feedback 

was that people liked that presenters weren’t labelled as new researchers. This was especially felt as the 

standard and the content of papers was almost indistinguishable.  

We also had a series of events to introduce the work of the New Researchers: an open invitation to a 

breakfast committee meeting and a Shut Up and Write session as an alternative to the Saltaire visit.  

 

Workshops 
Following feedback from previous workshops the VAHS New Researchers have agreed on an effective 

format for our workshops which places emphasis on all-delegate participation. For a day’s workshop 

we look for 6 presentations of 15-20minutes. The papers are presented in two session of three, allowing 

for discussion after each group. A workshop closes with a roundtable discussion for which we aim to 

find an established academic in a relevant field to chair it.  

Oral Histories of Voluntary Action, University of York, February 2014 

The workshop was organised by Bridget Lockyer and Charlotte Clements (you can read Charlotte’s 

view on the event here).  The workshop was funded by the Humanities Research Centre at York.  We 

wanted the day, comprising of six papers and a roundtable session, to have a very relaxed and 

discursive atmosphere, which would allow plenty of time for discussion and debate. 

The day finished with a roundtable led by Paul Ward, Anjelica Finnegan, John Mc Loughlin and 

Geoffrey Wall, with a written contribution from Beth Breeze. The panel summarised some of the issues 

we had been discussing during the day: discipline distinctions, neutrality, emotion and empathy, 

insider/outsider status and co-production.  We did not solve all of the issues raised, but were able to 

http://www.vahs.org.uk/2013/06/feature-6/
http://www.vahs.org.uk/2013/07/feature-7/
http://cclements29.wordpress.com/2014/02/11/oral-histories-of-voluntary-action/
https://www.york.ac.uk/hrc/
http://ohvoluntaryaction.wordpress.com/roundtable/
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talk through them, recognise that others faced similar problems and review our different 

approaches.  Some of the practicalities of interviewing were discussed, such as how to signal the end of 

an interview and how to get hold of busy interviewees.   

The feedback from the workshop was overwhelmingly positive.  There were some people 

attending who were about to undertake interviewing for the first time and who suggested that the 

workshop had allowed them to think more deeply about the choices and approaches they might 

take.  Others who had already conducted interviews within different contexts appreciated the space to 

raise some of the methodological and ethical issues they had already encountered.   

 

Future Workshops (2013/14) 
 

Meet the Archivist, Monday 9th June 2014, 12.30-14:00, Senate House 

This has been co-Organised with the History Lab. We will hear from archivists about the type of work 

they do, how and why they became archivists and the projects they are engaged in. It is aimed at 

postgraduates who are interested in archives as a career or want to get a glimpse at the ‘other side’ of 

the profession. 

Speakers:  

Janine Stanford is a Project Archivist at The Children's Society Records and Archives Centre. She is 

working on the ‘Unexplored Riches in Medical History’ project which aims to catalogue and preserve 

the records of residential children’s homes, giving a fascinating insight into the history of childhood 

diseases, treatments, medical care and social health in the 19th and 20th centuries. Janine will give an 

overview what archivists’ do, what it is like as a career, and ways to enter the profession.  

Alexandra Hall is the Education Outreach Officer at the Institute of Education Archives and is working 

on engaging new audiences with the National Union of Women Teachers archive collections. Their 

records connect with issues around campaigning and citizenship as well as providing an insight into 

the role of women teachers in the history of education. Alex creates resources, programmes and 

workshops for school children, teachers, adult learners and the local community. With her background 

in teaching and museum education, she will talk about the push to engage new audiences and the 

different ways in which archivists, historians and educators approach archives. 

 

Writing Group 
The Shut Up and Write sessions are hosted prior to a meeting of the New Researchers committee. Due 

to the commitments of member of the group, the sessions have been fairly irregular but with a new 

chair coming in who will have a bit more time, we hope that the sessions will continue to run. 
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Blog Contributions 
The New Researchers continue to make excellent contributions to the Blog and Forum. Megan Webber, 

an active member of the New Researchers has taken joint responsibility for the blog with Kevin 

O’Sullivan. 

Charlotte Clements: New Researchers at #VAHS2013 

Bridget Lockyer: Oral Histories of Voluntary Action: Reflections on the Workshop 

Michael Mantin: Looking back, moving forward: a disability history professional workshop 

Gareth Millward: The influence of disability organisations; How much importance should we put on “great 

(wo)men”.  

Funding (May 2013-May 2014) 
 

From October 2012 the New Researchers have so far been granted £1200 

Item Funding Body Amount 

(£) 

Conference Bursary History Workshop Journal 300 

Conference Bursary Economic History Society 300 

Best Paper (New Researcher) CPAG 150 

Workshop Funding Humanities Research Centre, University of York 420 

 

We are currently seeking funding for a Voluntary Action History and Policy workshop. So far this 

academic year we have taken to applying for small grants for individual events. We will of course 

search for block funding but are not relying on such a source of income. In previous years the 

Economic History Society gave us block funding but are no longer willing to do this and prefer to be 

approached on the basis of individual events. We also try and run events with no cost, as is the case for 

the Meet the Archivist workshop.  

 

 

http://www.vahs.org.uk/2013/07/new-researchers-at-vahs2013/
http://www.vahs.org.uk/2014/03/oral-histories-of-voluntary-action-reflections-on-the-workshop/
http://www.vahs.org.uk/2014/05/looking-back-moving-forward-a-disability-history-professional-workshop/
http://www.vahs.org.uk/category/contributors/millward/

