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Save the Children Australia established fourteen rural preschools in the eastern Australian states of
New South Wales, Victoria and Queensland, in the 1960’s. Aboriginal and white volunteers worked
together under the auspices of Save the Children to establish these cornerstone Aboriginal self-help
initiatives, making long lasting inroads into Aboriginal disadvantage. This paper examines the early
impact of their initiative in Griffith, a rural town in the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area of south
western New South Wales. Although Federal Government policy encouraged Aboriginal assimilation,
the New South Wales State Government continued to cooperate with rural communities to resist
desegregation, especially in educational contexts. The paper considers the role conservative
Aboriginal and white rural women volunteers played in breaking down the colour bar and pressuring
the NSW State Government to extend services to Aboriginal communities; by jointly enrolling their
pre-school aged children in the Three Ways Bridge Aboriginal preschool.
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